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Summary  

1. 300 kidney transplants were done in Yantai Yuhuangding Hospital in 2017. 

2. “You don’t know the inside information of the industry!”  

3. “We have patients from all over the country, including Hong Kong, Macao and 

Taiwan, lots of them.” 

4. “There is no need to say so much over the phone! Hey, just come to the hospital 

to make things work.” 

5. “There are a lot of them (in the organ transplant department): Director Liu, Liu 

Dongfu, Yu Shengqiang, Ma Yue, Shan Zhengfei and Zhang Chengjun.” 

 

Phone Investigation Recording 

Investigator: Hello! Hello! 

Dr. Li: Hello! 

Investigator: Is that Dr. Li Dapeng at the Yuhuangding Hospital? Dr. Li, I am asking for 

your help. 

Dr. Li: No. No. You dialed the wrong number! 

Investigator: Hey, it is Dr. Li Hongsheng from Suzhou Hospital asked me to talk to you. 

Dr. Li: I, I, I......oh, are you? 

Investigator: Well, I am from Wuxi. 

Dr. Li: Which place is your phone number belongs to? 

Investigator: I am using an Internet phone. 

Dr. Li: Where are you calling from? Overseas? 

Investigator: No, I am in Wuxi. Because my child studies abroad, so I use this online 

phone. It is cheaper. There is no charge to use this phone, so I use it to make phone calls. 

Dr. Li: OK. I know. Well, he has told me about this. 

Investigator: Dr. Li, this is the case. I am from Wuxi. I contacted the hospitals in Suzhou 

for my kidney transplantation. Dr. Li, Li Shenghong, said that they did very few 

transplants. They did several dozen per year, and there was no kidney source, very few. 

He suggested me to go to Shangdong, the Yuhuangding Hospital in Shandong, where 



many more operations were performed. Abundant donors are available there. So, He gave 

me your information. I’m hesitant to disturb you on the weekend, because everybody 

needs to rest. Today is a weekday, but I forgot to call you (during the day time,) while I 

was busy at work. So I call you this late. I hope I am not disturbing you too much. 

Dr. Li: Ah, go ahead, go ahead. 

Investigator: Ok, here is the issue. If I take a long trip from Wuxi to your hospital to do a 

surgery, I’d like to know long I have to wait. If it takes a long time, does that mean we 

have to stay there the whole time?  

Dr. Li: Well, how long have you been sick? For how long have you done the dialysis? 

Investigator: The dialysis has been done for a little more than a year. 

Dr. Li: More than one year? 

Investigator: Ah, how long will I have to wait after you do the tissue typing?  

Dr. Li: You have to do the tissue typing first. 

Investigator: That is to say, after we get there, we will first find a place to settle down, 

such as a hotel to live in first, then go to your hospital for a check-up, right? 

Dr. Li: Yes. You should tell me in advance your arrival date. By the way, which date are 

you going to come? Then I need to ask the head nurse to arrange a blood test for you! 

Investigator: Dr. Li, you know, if I accompany my child to travel a long way to your 

place, such a long way, but I finally only find out that you are not doing much better than 

the hospitals here, I think it (is not worth the time and efforts) to travel so far. I mean, is it 

the case that you are doing more than others? How many kidney transplants can be done 

in your hospital in one year? 

Dr. Li: Well, last year, nearly 300 cases were done. 

Investigator: What is the price, roughly? Can you tell me? 

Dr. Li: The price, I will give you a call back. I don’t talk about this on the phone. 

Investigator: Ah. 

Dr. Li: If you want to do it, just come for the tissue typing. 

Investigator: By the way, as family members of the patient, we hope to get a healthy 

donor. For such kind of kidneys, are they all from healthy donors?  

Dr. Li: Listen, we are a organ transplant center. Any questions, after you come here, just 

learn about them at that time. 

Investigator: Oh. 

Dr. Li: Just come to our organ transplant center and take a look, you will know 

everything, OK? We have patients from all over the country, including Hong Kong, 

Macao and Taiwan, lots of them. 

Investigator: That’s right, as Dr. Li said, he said that you are doing many more and much 

faster. Then I’d like to know about the timing. If the tissue typing is done, that is, the 

surgery can be performed, then how long does it take to wait for the surgery? 



Dr. Li: How about this, as to the specific wait time, we can talk about it when we meet 

face-to-face, okay? 

Investigator: Things are not like that. You know, I will have to travel from a place so far 

away. I have to ask about the situation before I can decide to fly over. 

Dr. Li: Because you don’t understand. You still don’t understand. You don’t know the 

inside information of the industry! 

Investigator: What does “inside information of the industry” mean? 

Dr. Li: So I mean, about these questions you asked, I can’t explain too much to you! 

About your case, whether it is feasible or not depends on your tissue typing. You have to 

be put on the waiting list first. 

Investigator: Ah, OK, getting onto the waiting list first. That means I have to take the 

documents, the examination documents from Suzhou, with me to wait in line, right?  

Dr. Li: Oh, no, no. You do not need to take those things. We’ll have a full set of tests 

here, such as PRA, PRA and the tissue typing, etc. All of the necessary information will 

be found out for you, and we will have everything there. 

Investigator: Talking about the hospital in Suzhou, I had a friend, who did it last year in 

Suzhou. He told me that some donors were obtained from places like the prisons. They 

could take organs from people sentenced to death. They were able to get those kind of 

donors. Can you do the same in your hospital?  

Dr. Li: I am telling you that since we are on the phone, (it is not appropriate to talk about) 

those things, because we are a formal medical institution. It is a formal transplant center! 

Investigator: Oh. 

Dr. Li: About those questions, you don’t need to ask me to convey something to you or 

speak something. Our hospital is one of the earliest qualified organ transplant centers, 

which were directly approved by the Ministry of Health. 

Investigator: So we can do a lot of (transplants), is it because… 

Dr. Li: Whether we do a lot or not is about our own work! Hey? Your phone signal is not 

good! 

Investigator: I will slow down. I can hear you clearly. 

Dr. Li: Over the phone, it’s useless for you to talk a thousand or ten thousand times. You 

need to come here to learn more! 

Investigator: Oh. 

Dr. Li: Do you get it? 

Investigator: Well. Then… 

Dr. Li: Ah, there is no need to say so much over the phone! Hey, just come to the hospital 

to make things work. 

Investigator: Then may I call the hospital to reach you? 

Dr. Li: I don’t talk it over the phone. We don’t know each other anyway, do we? 

Investigator: Then, if I call, should I direct the call to you?  



Dr. Li: Ah, it’s OK to call me. Just call and find me. 

Investigator: Are you also doing surgeries? Are you an organ transplant doctor? 

Dr. Li: I am not doing transplants. I am not a doctor. 

Investigator: Are you not a doctor? 

Dr. Li: I am not a doctor. 

Investigator: Then how can I find you?  

Dr. Li: I am not a doctor, but if you want to... No, I’m not a doctor. You simply come. 

Investigator: Ok then! 

Dr. Li: You’d better come. Go to the site. Go to the hospital. Do you know? It’s useless 

to just call me. 

Investigator: Because that doctor referred me to you, therefore I contacted you. Is it more 

convenient for me to go to meet you? 

Dr. Li: You can look for me, after you get to Yantai. But finally, you still need to meet 

the director! Can you bypass the director? Can you bypass the doctor? You have to talk to 

the director! 

Investigator: Well then, which director is in charge of that? Who is doing it?  

Dr. Li: Regarding which director, you can easily find this out by searching on the 

Internet. Our website has everything for Yantai Yuhuangding Hospital’s organ transplant 

department. There are a lot of them: Director Liu, Liu Dongfu, Yu Shengqiang, Ma Yue, 

Shan Zhengfei and Zhang Chengjun. 

Investigator: Wow! 

Dr. Li: This is one team. 

Investigator: Wow! So many people! All of them can do it? 

Dr. Li: It is online. You can find it on the Internet. You can just search it with Baidu! 

Investigator: Okay! Thank you so much! 

Dr. Li: We are a Grade A tertiary hospital, and all information on such hospitals are 

totally transparent on the Internet. 

Investigator: I mean, the number of transplants you do ~ 

Dr. Li: You just take a look at the official website of Yantai Yuhuangding Hospital. 

Everything is there. 

Investigator: But the number of transplants you have done is not, will not be on the 

Internet? 

Dr. Li: What information? 

Investigator: I’m talking about that the number of transplants you have done, the quantity 

of transplants you have done would not be published online, right? 

Dr. Li: I have no idea about whether it is on the Internet or not. Listen, if you are 

responsible for the child, you should come to Yantai. Even if you take a trip alone 

without the patient, you just go to the hospital yourself to have a site visit. That will be 

good! You will know everything then, right? 



Investigator: OK. That’s it! Thank you so much! 

Dr. Li: Right? 

Investigator: OK. Yes 

Dr. Li: Good. Goodbye. 

Investigator: I’ll turn to you again later if I have further issues. Ok. Goodbye. 

 


